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From the Interlocking Tower
Club News

!
!

It’s a new year and with it comes new Directors and Officers. At the October
business meeting you elected the clubs directors for the coming year. They are
Nick Ruddick as Chairman, Bruce Sutherland CFO and Dick Miller Director. Al
Cuevas who has had been an officer or director every year at least for the nine
years that I have been a member decided it was time for someone else to take the
throttle. We all owe Al a big thank you for steering us through some difficult,
interesting, and challenging times over the past nine or more years.

!

The first official job of the new directors is to appoint the club’s officers for the
coming year. Harold Helland will remain as President. Rich Llewellyn will be
vice President. Rich Blankinship is moving from VP to Treasurer and Jim Gillie
will take over as Secretary. A special thanks to Burt Gray who has been our able
Scribe for as long as I can remember.

!

Regarding the club layout, the phase one lower main line loop track has been
installed and is wired for temporary use. Most of the sidings, back tracks, and
spurs have also been installed on the lower loop. Approximately twelve switch
motors have been installed on the passing sidings and main line crossover
turnouts and are at least partly wired. Track laying on the upper deck is
progressing nicely. This represents a tremendous amount of work on the part of
the construction, track laying, and electrical teams. Thanks to all of you who have
put in countless hours to get trains running.

!
!

Quotations
On Quality
The bitterness of poor
quality outlasts the
sweetness of low
price.

!
In this issue
!

!

In this issue we have another fun article from Dan Conway titled Texas Model
Railroads with Sauerkraut on the side. You will enjoy reading the article and I
will let you figure out where the Sauerkraut comes in.

!
!

Also included in this issue is an article from Dick Bale titled Modeling in the
1950s. It’s an article about billboards and the fact that they clearly show the era
you are modeling. If a billboard announces the new1952 Chevrolet, that pretty
much defines your era. The article includes several 50’s vehicle billboards in HO

Author Unknown
On Timelessness
Age is something that
doesn’t matter unless
you are a cheese.
Luis Bunuel,

!
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scale which you may find useful.

!
Vision
!

There is a lot going on at Heritage Park. Regarding our club, we will soon have
built ourselves out of our club house. Based on our discussions with the city they
know we would like to have additional space. But for what? A small museum
with real railroad memorabilia, a work area with a test track, meeting space, and
or more space for kids’ activities? I submit that we need to know in some detail
and agree on what we propose to do with the additional space. We need to be
able to convey this to the City so they know that granting our request will
ultimately benefit Heritage Park and the City. There are several major issues with
the Park management and the
implementation of their proposed Park Revitalization program that need to be
resolved if we are to be successful.

!

Unless we just want to be a bunch of old guys building a model railroad and
playing with trains we need a clear vision of how we propose to move forward
with the City of Oceanside. So, what’s your vision?

!
See you at the club,
!
Dick Miller
Your Interlocutor

!
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Department Heads and Committee Chairman

!

Decoder Pro & Test Track operation
E-bay Sales
Electronics & Electrical
Equipment Test & Certification (ETC)
Events Chairman
Kids Program
Layout Design and Planning
Maintenance Department
Membership
Operations
Public relations
Purchasing
Scenery
Semaphore Editor & Publisher
Show-N-Go
Training
Web Master

Leo Valley
Rich Blankenship
Cliff Anderson & Nick Ruddick
Tom Ashton
Al Cuevas
Amanda Lahey
Rich Blankenship
VACANT
VACANT
John Stevens & Charlie Tucker
Dick Bale
Nick Ruddick
Harold Helland& David Ford
Dale Barney
John Castaneda
Al Cuevas
Nick Ruddick

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Chairman
Director
Director

Harold Helland
Rich Llewellyn
Rich Blankenship
Jim Gillie
Nick Ruddick
Bruce Sutherland
Dick Miller

!
Directors and Officers 2015
!

!
!
!

!

For Sale
Southern Pacific AC5 Cab-Forward: Broadway Limited model #2190, Gray boiler,
4-8-8-2 with Paragon series 2 DCC sound and smoke. The cab number is 4116.
This engine which is currently out of production lists for $500 plus tax, shipping,
and handling. NCMRS member price $350.00. I purchased the engine new sixteen
months ago. It runs flawlessly. Its total run time at La Mesa MRRC is less than
four hours. If interested give me a call. Dick

!

Coil Load: Four Steel coils on Pallets. Perfect load for a 40ft gondola or
flat car. New, never used. Club price $4. If interested give me a call. Dick
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Coming Events
NCMRS business meetings will continue to be held at 10:00 AM on the last Sat
of the month.

!

OERM Behind the scenes tours: Jan 17th and 18th. Special access for members
and guests to car barns and shops that are generally not open to the membership.

!

NMRA PSR San Diego Division Division Winter meet; Feb 14th: Additional
information at www.sandiegodivision .org

!
OERM Perris Swap meet: Mar 7
!

th

9:00-2:00pm. Always a fun day

NMRA National Conference and Train Show: Aug 23rd through the 30th. For
additional information; info@nmer2015portland.org

!

Train Watching: Let’s plan a train watching day with a trip to either Cajon Pass
or West Colton Yard followed by the obligatory greasy hamburger.

Letter to the Editor

!

I drove down from Canyon Junction to Oceanside a couple of months ago to visit
my friend Clyde. My old Plymouth had a flat on the way, but that is another story.
Clyde took me to an event at Heritage Park in Oceanside where he said they were
having some music and a Chili cook-off. To my surprise there you guys were
building your new layout. I was very glad to see that you had found a new
location.

!

I met one of your members, Bob Kale, who was kind enough to show me around.
He explained the double deck layout you are building and then showed me the
“Trans for Kids Room” where little guys can run trains. Wow, what a nice set-up.

!

I really should bite the bullet and join your club. Looks like a good bunch of guys
and gals. Mildred is really trying to get me out of the house. The problem is that
Oceanside is a long way from Canyon Junction and the old Plymouth has seen
better days. Anyway, Congratulations on your new location.

!

Regards
Ted (Ten) Wheeler
Canyon Junction
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Texas Model Railroads with Sauerkraut On
the Side by Dan Conway
Driving from California to Florida, my wife Lise and I stopped recently for two
days in the German town of New Braunfels, Texas. We had discovered the area
of Texas settled by Germans on an earlier trip when we took secondary roads to
avoid going through San Antonio. What first caught my eye in one town was a
street sign, "Hauptstrasse", German for "Main Street". New Braunfels was
settled in 1845 by German immigrants led by Prince Karl of Solms-Braunfels,
and by 1850, New Braunfels had grown to be the fourth largest city in Texas.
The town has clung to its German heritage to this day. If you want to eat a
Jaegerschnitzel or listen to German songs played on an accordion by a man
wearing lederhosen, or stay in a hotel above a brewery at the center of town, New
Braunfels is the place for you. It's also a pretty good place if you like trains.

!

The International & Great Northern Railroad, owned by the great railroad baron
Jay Gould, reached New Braunfels in February, 1880, although the first depot
was not built until 1885. In 1881, the Missouri, Kansas & Texas RR [the "Katy"]
bought the I & GN, and in 1888 it was sold to the Missouri Pacific RR, the
MOPAC, but the I & GN retained its identity until 1924. In December, 1982, the
MOPAC, along with the Western Pacific, "mega-merged" with the Union Pacific.
At the time of the MOPAC-Union Pacific merger, the MOPAC had more
locomotives and newer locomotives and operated more miles of track than the
Union Pacific.

!

Today, two UP main lines cross at a diamond with an interchange track one block
East of the old Missouri Pacific depot in New Braunfels. The line that passes
next to the depot carries some 30 trains a day, some running from Canada to
Mexico, and sees a wide variety of motive power passing by. On the day I was
by the tracks, I saw a long train of covered hoppers go by with two yellow Union
Pacific units at the head end, and a brightly painted Kansas City Southern unit as
a pusher.

!

The present New Braunfels depot was built in 1907. It is today the home of the
New Braunfels Railroad Museum. The depot houses railroad artifacts in the
old waiting room, the baggage room, and the station agent's office, which has a
display of old communications equipment: a candle-stick telephone, many
telegraph keys, a very old typewriter, Y-shaped frames for passing train orders up
to the crews of passing trains, etc.

!
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The depot also houses a large HO scale model railroad built and operated by a
local club. It features a large yard, rural scenery, a bit of narrow gauge track, and
a large circus exhibit being built by the entry door in an area where a mountain
has been removed. The rides at the circus are animated, and when the club
members made the first test of the Ferris wheel, the gearing wasn't quite right and
the wheel spun so quickly that tiny riders were thrown through the air around the
layout room. That problem was quickly resolved. Under the main level of the
HO layout, there are some tracks incorporated into the scenery of the layout for
Thomas the Tank Engine, which children can run. The tracks form a partly
hidden loop under the main layout. The location of the tracks below the main
layout places the trains at an ideal height for children.
Outside, there is a Porter 0-6-0T locomotive on display, which has been
cosmetically restored. The cab door is open so visitors can go inside. On the
track behind the locomotive is a 60-foot MOPAC boxcar, and a bright red
MOPAC cupola caboose. On an adjacent track is a heavyweight dining car which
has had its interior nicely restored, and which the museum rents out for parties the car is stationary, but gives a great view of passing trains on the mainline just
beside it. The doors of the locomotive, box car, caboose and dining car are
connected by a platform, which makes it easy for visitors to step inside them.

!

The box car houses a large N scale layout, with a fantastic harbor scene. The
machinery on the docks is highly detailed, and the whole scene, while crowded,
looks great. A room in the depot adjacent to the baggage room houses an HO
scale, German prototype layout with impressive overhead wires for the electric
locomotives, and excellent models of two German villages in the winter. This
layout was built by the German owner of a department store in the New Braunfels
area, and was displayed in the store every Christmas for decades. Another room
in the baggage end of the depot contains a small HO scale layout depicting a
1900s-era circus and a circus train.

!

The museum sponsors a Kids Fun Day on the first and third Saturday of each
month when children can operate a fold-down layout consisting of loops of
Lionel and American Flyer track in the area outside the baggage room. The
museum awards "Junior Engineer Certificates" to participating children. And the
museum hosts large train shows each year in April and October. Note that the
museum has restricted opening hours during the winter. For more information.
go to: www.NBRRM.org.

!
!
!
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The foreground street goes
two blocks to the central
square of New Braunfels,
which is built like a German
town.
In the block next to
the depot, the first three
buildings are the movie
theatre, bank, and hardware
store. Across the street from
the hardware store is the
opera house, all dating from
the 1880s. A perfect town to
model.

!
!
!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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Railroad Question

How far could a 1940-1950’s era ice
refrigerator car travel before re-icing and
how much did the ice blocks weigh that were
loaded into these refrigerator cars?

!
!
!
!

!

Modeling the 1950’s
by Dick Bale
The 1950s has been selected for the era of the new NCMRS layout now under
construction at Oceanside’s Heritage Park. Using the 1950s as the timeline for our
scenery, structures and equipment will allow us to operate both diesel and steam
locomotives. Our members will understand that it is the 1950s, but will visitors
get it? What on our new layout will tell them it is the 1950s?

!

One of the easiest ways to establish a particular era in a viewers mind is through
the use automobiles. People who make movies have been doing this successfully
for years.

!

We can’t use real cars but we can use authentic highway billboards that depict
iconic cars of the 50s. A few examples accompany this article, and many more are
available in my collection of billboards. The signs measure 10’ by 22’ which was
the advertising industry’s most popular of three standards sizes during the ‘50s.
The 10’ by 22’ dimensions equals 3” by 1.375” in HO, which is compatible with
Walthers Sign Kit #933-3133.

!

Any member who would like similar signs for a different scale or era please let
me know. My collection includes several hundred to choose from.

!

!
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HO scale 1950s Billboards for NCMRS

1952 Oldsmobile Rocket 88.

SIT 1806

1951 Dodge Truck. SIT 2561

“ Best Dressed” car of the year

TEST  DRIVE  IT  AT  YOUR  FORD  DEALER’S  TODAY!
1951 Ford. SIT 1804

See your nearby CHEVY dealer today
1955 Chevrolet. SIT 1902

TEST  DRIVE  IT  AT  YOUR  FORD  DEALER’S  TODAY!
1956 Ford Ranchero SIT 19xx

Santa Fe Super Chief 1950s. SIT 2701

Ford THUNDERBIRD Now
1956 Ford Thunderbird. SIT 1910

Shell Oil. SIT 3207

Ride in
comfort
aboard the...

Santa Fe 1950s. SIT 2703

Vitalis..

SIT 3205

All signs are Copyright © Richard H. Bale. These signs are for the personal use of NCMRS members and may not be sold, posted, or
redistributed without written permission. For other signs or scales, contact Dick Bale at rhbale@aol.com or 760-730-5250.

10

