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The Semaphore is published quarterly as the official publication of the North County Model Railroad Society. 
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editor at rhbale@aol.com by June 10, 2019.   The North County Model Railroad Society is a not-for-profit public 
benefit corporation whose objectives are 1) to hold and manage property and funds for charitable purposes, 2) 
to provide public displays of model railroads in order to present and teach the history and operation of railroads, 
and 3) to promote and teach railroad safety. Donations are welcomed. For reference the NCMRS tax ID is       
33-0478444.  NCMRS is located at Oceanside Heritage Park, 230 Peyri Drive, Oceanside CA 92058.  
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T H E  S E M A P H O R E    T H E  S E M A P H O R E    

About our April cover photo 

S anta Fe’s 4-8-4 Northern No. 3751 has been fully 

restored by the San Bernardino Historical Society. 

Our cover photo shows the famous locomotive at San 

Diego in 2010.  To learn more about this historically 

important steam locomotive see the article on page 

23.    

 

Timetable of Selected Events 
NCMRS Events are in bold 

  
April 4, NCMRS, Ivey Ranch Elementary School visit  

April 6-7 and 9-14, San Bernardino County Museum Train Days, Redlands 

April 13, NCMRS Spring Swap Meet, Oceanside  

April 13 , PSR San Diego Division Layout Tour 

April 26-27, PSR Cajon Division Spring Meet, Perris 

April 27, NCMRS Business Meeting, Oceanside  

April 27, Western Prototype Modelers Meet, San Bernardino 

April 27, San Bernardino History & Railroad Museum Swap Meet, San Bernardino 

May 4, Oceanside Heritage Park Festival, Oceanside 

May 10-11, 150th Anniversary Celebration of Golden Spike, at 

 Promontory Summit, Utah 

May 11, PSR San Diego Division Meet, Short track Club, Vista 

May 25, NCMRS Business Meeting, Oceanside  

June 2-4, Slim Gauge Guild Open House, Pasadena 

June 8, PSR San Diego Division Layout Tour, location TBA 

June 29, NCMRS Business Meeting, Oceanside  

July 7-14, NMRA National Convention & National Train Show, Salt Lake City, UT 

August 3-4, Great Train Show, Pomona 

September 7, Pacific Southwest Railway Museum & 112th SD&A Groundbreaking 

               Anniversary, Campo. 

September 25-29, PSR Convention, Mesa, AZ 

October 5, LA Area Prototype Modelers Meet, Bellflower 

October 12, NCMRS Fall Swap Meet, Oceanside 
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T H E  S E M A P H O R E    T H E  S E M A P H O R E    

 A word from John Burrow 
NCMRS Chairman of the Board 

 

 Recently, Dick Bale asked if I wished to post a      
message in the April Semaphore, as a ‘Visionary Chairman’,  
so here goes....   
 
Oh no, never mind. 
 
 Look, we’re a Train Club.  Most of our members want 
to park their car, bring in their trains, and run them.  And 
maybe sit in the lounge and chat.  That sounds easy but it 
does take work and a certain amount of luck for everything 
to run smoothly.  Are the gates open? Yep.  Doors open? 
Yep.  Is there somewhere to put my trains? Yep.  Are the 
trains running?  Yep.  Is there coffee? Yep.  Doughnuts? 
Yep.  Is the internet working? Yep, mostly.  We do the      
basics very well, and we’ll keep doing them well.  So thanks to 
everyone that works on the many  thankless tasks. 
 
 Okay – Sometimes the building is too cold, and soon it 
will be too hot.  We got wet when it rained.  But we’re in a 
great   situation, both from the view of Location and        
Organization, and we make our own  successes.  Those are  
my thoughts, and I’ll let the other board members tell you 
about all the projects we have underway. 
 
 Yeah, so much for Visionary, more like Motherhood 
and  Apple Pie, Coffee, and Doughnuts. 
 
                                               John  
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T H E  S E M A P H O R E    T H E  S E M A P H O R E    

 

North County Model Railroad Society 
Current Membership Roster  

Oceanside’s Heritage Village Park, home of North County Model Railroad Society 



6 

 

 

T H E  S E M A P H O R E    T H E  S E M A P H O R E    

NCMRS President’s Message 
 

T he first quarter of 2019 has now past and we continue to grow as a club. Since the        

beginning of the year several new members have joined our club including two family        

memberships who have children just learning about the hobby. All of our new members share 

an interest in model railroading and bring new skills and enthusiasm to the club. I urge our  

established members to introduce yourself and welcome our new members into the club.   

 

Our layout continues to improve with the completion of the Perris area. We continue to attract 

visitors from the local area as well as several groups from as far away as the East Coast. As 

part of our continuing community outreach, we hosted 3rd graders from Ivey Ranch Elemen-

tary School numbering some 75 students as well as an additional 15 teachers and chaperons.  

This was a busy day with a lot of excited and well-behaved kids enjoying our layout. My 

thanks to Bob Behm who dressed up as our very own Engineer and led each group through 

our facilities, John Borrow who gave an overview of model railroading pointing out and        

explaining various items in our Train Masters room, and all who were running trains.  We had 

a good mix of steam and diesel models running that prompted discussion of the difference in 

how each worked.   We will be hosting another class of students from the Ivey Ranch Elemen-

tary School this April 4.  We are expecting about 50 students and their teachers.   

 

Our next major club event is our spring Swap Meet to be held on 13 April.  This is an im-

portant event for our club and we normally draw participants from around the area.  This year 

we are adding several well-known modelers to be on hand showing prize winning models and 

selling a selected number of memorable and quality items.  This is a unique opportunity you 

will not want to miss.  We will continue with our Raffle, highlighting new equipment in both HO 

and N scale and, as usual, we will have food and soft drinks available for sale.  So, set aside 

your unneeded items for sale at the swap meet.  We always need help in set up, tear down 

and in manning the club table.  See Eddie Perez for specific assignments.  

 

Work has started on the new layout extension.  Bench work is well under way and should be 

completed within the month.  Next will be painting the underside of the upper level, then the 

addition of under counter lighting. Once this is all completed, we will be moving on to track 

laying and installation of track power and other supporting electronics. This is a great          

opportunity to contribute to the build process, while learning what it takes to build a quality   

layout that will serve us for many years.  I encourage each member to find your area of       

Interest and make a commitment to participate in the growth of the club. 

 

This is your club so get involved, enjoy it and have fun. 

Rich Llewellyn 
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Department Heads & Committee Chairs 
                               Effective April 1, 2019 
 

Decoder Pro and Track Test  Leo Valley 

Chaplain    Bill Pope 

Children’s Programs   Laura Reese 

E-bay Sales    Bob Kale 

Electronics/Electrical   Nick Ruddick 

ETC Team    Tom Ashton, Chris Davis 

Facility & Railroad Construction Harold Helland 

Maintenance    Bob Kale, Kevin Harper 

Membership    Jim Gillie, Lynn Wagner 

Member Support (swag)  Rich Llewellyn 

NMRA Liaison    Pete Steinmetz 

Operating Sessions   Jim Gillie 

Operation Lifesaver   Laura Reese 

Planning and Design   David Ford 

Program Chairman   Pete Steinmetz, Dick Bale 

Public Relations   Dick Bale 

Scenery     David Ford, Eddie Perez 

Semaphore Editor/Publisher  Dick Bale 

Semaphore Proof Reader  Sue Ruddick 

Signal Master    John Burrow 

Swap Meet     Jim Gillie 

Training    Rick Keefer 

Trains4Kids     John Castaneda, Jim Gillie, Laura Reese  

Web Master    Nick Ruddick 

 

 

T H E  S E M A P H O R E    T H E  S E M A P H O R E    

 NCMRS 2019  Officials 

 

Board of Directors 

John Burrow, Chairman 

Dick Bale, Director  

Harold Helland, Director  

Nick Ruddick, Chairman Emeritus 

Officers 

Rich Llewellyn, President 

Eddie Perez, Vice President 

Jim Gillie, CFO 

Dale Aarhus, Secretary 
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 New NCMRS Members 
By Rich Llewellyn 

 

I  would like to extend a warm welcome to our newest members. Among them are Paul     
Kandal who has been interested in model trains for more than 20 years but was always too 

busy to get involved in the hobby. Now he has the time and is looking forward to being active at 
NCMRS.  
  
Also new are Fred Jones and his 12-year old son Zaiden. Fred has been modeling for about 30 
years and wants to share his hobby with his son. NCMRS is the perfect place to accomplish 
that goal. Another recent family membership is Hether Ryan and her son Logan. Young     Lo-
gan has a keen interest in trains and is eager to learn all he can about them. He’ll have   every 
opportunity to do just that at NCMRS.  
 
Tom Conklin comes to NCMRS with considerable experience in model railroading. He has 
been involved in both HO and G scale for more than 25 years. Tom has experience in building 
scenery and structures and is looking forward to getting involved in operating sessions at 
NCMRS.  
 
All of our new members share an interest in model railroading and bring new skills into the 
club. I extend a sincere welcome to each new members and look forward to getting to know 
each of them.  
 
 

Monthly Clinics 
 

P rogram Committee chairman Pete Steinmetz continues to schedule helpful modeling clinics 
after our monthly business meetings. The January clinic covered car inspection with a    

focus on checking coupler height, wheel gauge, and car weight. In February Dick Bale gave a 
Power Point program on the evolution of cabooses, and following the March business meeting, 
Harold Helland presented an outstanding clinic on laying trackwork.  

Harold Helland explains the 
proper technique for laying 

track and installing turnouts 
on the NCMRS layout.  

 

N C M R S  N E W S  &  H I G H L I G H T S    N C M R S  N E W S  &  H I G H L I G H T S    
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Model railroad is an active hobby 
involving such endeavors as  

industrial history, layout  
construction, wiring, geography, 

civil engineering, architecture, 
fine craftsmanship, painting,  
railroad operation, and more.  

 
To this long list we can now add 

dumpster diving. The NCMRS  
candid camera caught Pete 

Steinmetz and Andy Mathias 
happily retrieving old train   

magazines from the trash bin.  

 

 

N C M R S  N E W S  &  H I G H L I G H T S    N C M R S  N E W S  &  H I G H L I G H T S    

On behalf of NCMRS, club 
President Rich Llewellyn    
presented a sizable donation to 
Tom Franken, Chairman of  
Friends of Oceanside Parks 
(FOPARC). The respected  
volunteer organization assists 
the City of Oceanside and    
advises the Parks Commission 
on managing the community’s 
many parks and recreational 
properties. 
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N C M R S  N E W S  &  H I G H L I G H T S    N C M R S  N E W S  &  H I G H L I G H T S    

 

The letters on our exterior sign don’t seem to want to stay put. Last September the R in train 
came tumbling down and a few weeks ago the E in depot fell to the ground. One irate 
NCMRS member suggested we complain to the sign company about their sloppy workman-
ship. That notion was dropped with the reminder that we built the sign ourselves.  

Retired Parks & Recreation Director Eileen Turk dropped by to say  
hello and check out progress on the NCMRS expansion program.   
Joining Eileen for a photo op are Eddie Perez, Harold Helland, and 
Rich Llewellyn.  
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N C M R S  N E W S  &  H I G H L I G H T S    N C M R S  N E W S  &  H I G H L I G H T S    

 

Thanks to the 
neighborly   

   generosity of 
Heritage Park 

manager Terry 
Larson, monthly  

NCMRS business 
meetings are 

now being  
conducted in 
the  restored  

Livery Stable. 

Sean Martin relaxes in the comfortable  
new Crews Lounge which includes 

 a large video screen shown being installed  
by Rick Keefer and Harold Helland. 
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Ryan Gets a Fan Letter 
 

N CMRS member Ryan Llewellyn received several nice compliments for his article titled 
Model Railroading in a Small Space that appeared in the January edition of the NCMRS 

Semaphore. His favorite compliment came in the form of a letter from actor Michael Gross 
who is a long-time model railroader and a regular reader of The Semaphore. Congratulations 
Ryan, and thanks to all around to nice-guy Michael Gross.  

Ryan holds an email copy of 
the letter he received from 
fellow model railroader    
Michael Gross. 

 

 

N C M R S  N E W S  &  H I G H L I G H T S    N C M R S  N E W S  &  H I G H L I G H T S    

January 19, 2019 
 
Mr. Ryan Llewellyn c/o Editor, The Semaphore  

Dear Mr, Llewellyn,  
I want to compliment you on your fine article in 
the January, 2019 issue of The Sema- phore.  "Model Railroading in a Small Space" not only brought back memories of my earliest 

model railroading efforts (Athearn and Tyco rolling stock on a simple oval of track), but served to illustrate how even 

the smallest space can provide a great many opportunities for a determined 

model railroader. 
 
I remembered seeing the Gum Stump and Snowshoe plan many years ago, 

so it was fun to see it adapted to your own needs, and I particularly want to 

commend you for reminding readers that one need not have a basement 

“empire” to truly enjoy the hobby.  Benchwork, trackwork, wiring, scenery, 

structures—all the many aspects of the hobby—can be enjoyed in a much 

smaller space without the time-consuming chores of maintaining a much 

larger layout.  I was particularly impressed when I saw car cards in one of 

your photos, showing that you had even managed to incorpo-
rate operations into such a compact space.  
For those who have long considered building a layout, but who hesitate 

because they “don’t have the room,” your article provides the inspiration 

for setting aside the model magazines and picking up one’s tools. 
 
Well done, Ryan. 
 
  Cheers!  
   Michael Gross 
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Heritage Park 
230 Peyri Drive, Oceanside  CA 92058  

Home of  

North County Model Railroad Society 
 

Heritage Park 

Not To Scale 

Hwy 76 

I-5 

I-15 

Peyri Drive 

Douglas 

 

N  

Parking Entrance 

Swap Meet Vendor Information 

A fee of $10 will be charged to all vendors. Vendors may bring their own table(s) at 

no additional charge. Six -foot tables are available at $5 each. Availability is limited so 

reserve tables early. Vendor set-up will begin at 7:30 A.M. The Swap Meet will be 

conducted from 8 to 11 AM.  To register as a vendor, or to reserve a table, contact 

Rich Llewellyn at swapinfo@ncmrs.org . 

El 
Camino 

Real 

 
 

Mission Ave 

 

N C M R S  N E W S  &  H I G H L I G H T S    N C M R S  N E W S  &  H I G H L I G H T S    

 Directions to NCMRS  

mailto:swapinfo@ncmrs.org
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N C M R S  N E W S  &  H I G H L I G H T S    N C M R S  N E W S  &  H I G H L I G H T S    

 

National Model Railroad Association News  
By Pete Steinmetz 

 

M ark your  calendar now for the 2019 NMRA National Convention and National Train 
Show which will be held in Salt Lake City from July 7-14. If you have an interest in     

attending these two big events I suggest you make your hotel arrangements now. It will be 
several years before these national events return to the west. Complete details are available 
at http://www.nmra2019slc.org .  
 
San Diego Division 

The PSR San Diego Division Spring Meet will be held at Short Track 
Railroad in Vista on Saturday May 11. The meet will start with lunch 
at 12 noon followed by an election of the Superintendent and Clerk 
Paymaster for the San Diego Division.  Long-time SD Division      
officers Don Fowler and Ben Sevier are not running for reelection. 
Voting will be by PSR members in attendance at the meet. Bob 
Chaparro will present a clinic on Chalk Markings on Freight Cars, 
and I will do a clinic on weathering. Well-known narrow gauge    
modeler Steve Harris will be presented with his AP Author Certificate 
at the PSR Spring Meet. This will be an all around fun day.  

 
 
Pacific Southwest Region 

The 2019 PSR Convention will be held in Mesa, AZ September 25 -
29. There will be many activities, layout tours, Op sessions, clinics, 
and other fun model railroading events.  Check it our at http://
www.psrconvention.org/ . 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
If any NCMRS member is interested in joining or has questions about PSR or NMRA, please 
feel free to ask me.  I will be happy to help.    Pete.  
  

 

http://www.nmra2019slc.org
http://www.psrconvention.org/
http://www.psrconvention.org/
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T H E  S E M A P H O R E    T H E  S E M A P H O R E    

 

John Koschwanez, Leo Barone,  
and Eddie Perez prepare the     
supporting framework for the 

central peninsula. The  
former Escondido area 

behind Leo has been rebuilt 
and double-decked. 

 

Harold Helland trims the edge 
of the 3/4-inch plywood base 
of the central peninsula. The 

area is currently unnamed.   

Leo Barone and Eddie   
Perez position the  
plywood base to the 
central peninsula.     

NCMRS Layout Expansion 
 

F ollowing several months of planning, construction got underway on expanding the NCMRS 
layout.  
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Rich Llewellyn, Nick Ruddick. 
and Rick Keefer install metal 
shelf brackets to support the 
bench work above what was 
previously identified as 
Rainbow.    

Members of the 
NCMRS construction 
crew taking a well-
earned break are 
John Koschwanez, 
Leo Barone, Eddie 
Perez, Bill Jones,  
and Harold Helland.  

John Burrow de-burrs a  
vertical shelf bracket like 

 the one being held (above) 
by Rich Llewellyn.  

 

T H E  S E M A P H O R E    T H E  S E M A P H O R E    
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All of the NCMRS rooms now have an 
inside connection with a clear        
passage from the main layout room 
into the old Trainmaster’s Office and 
on into the former T4K room, which 
now serves as a computer room and 
crew’s lounge.   

Rick Keefer and Harold Helland check out their handiwork after  
assembling one of the new  ergonomic office chairs for the computer room.  

Looks like there are a couple more to be  assembled.  

To make room for the expansion program the      
portable T4K layout was temporarily packed 

 away for storage in the container. Several 
plans for the future, including construction 

of an entirely new T4K, are being evaluated.  

 

T H E  S E M A P H O R E    T H E  S E M A P H O R E    
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T H E  S E M A P H O R E    T H E  S E M A P H O R E    

 

 

S everal NCMRS members, including me, 
are looking forward to attending the 

150th Anniversary of the Golden Spike   
Ceremony. This is an important event for 
our nation and especially for rail fans. Here 
is a look at the main events scheduled to 
take place in Ogden and at Promontory 
Summit, Utah. 
 
 
April 27-28  
Union Pacific 4-8-4 Northern No. 844 will travel from Cheyenne, Wyoming to Ogden. 
The locomotive will be on display in Ogden through May 11 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. 
 
May 4-9  
Union Pacific Big Boy No. 4014 will travel from Cheyenne to Ogden. The Big Boy will 
be on display in Ogden May 10 and 11 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. 
 
May 10  
Golden Spike 150th Anniversary Celebration at Promontory Summit  
   8:00 am   Golden Spike National Historic Site Opens 
   8:15 am   Jupiter and UP No. 119 replica steam engines arrive 
   11:00 am  Commemorative Ceremony 
   1:30 pm    Spike 150 Celebration and Festival with steam train demos, historical 
                    reenactments, music, food, and souvenirs, at Train Hub, Frontier Village, 
                    Hell on Wheels Town, and STEAM Innovation Summit. 
   7:00 pm    Golden Spike National Historic Site closes 
 
May 11 
   9:00 am    Golden Spike National Historic Site Opens 
   9:00 am    Spike 150 Celebration and Festival featuring same events 
           as previous day. 
   7:00 pm    Golden Spike National Historic Site Closes 
 
May 12  
Union Pacific engines No. 4014 and No. 844 will double head on their return trip to 
Cheyenne. They will depart from Ogden on Sunday, May12, at 8:00 am. 

150th Anniversary of the Golden Spike  
By Harold Helland 
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T H E  S E M A P H O R E    T H E  S E M A P H O R E    

M any members have undoubtedly noticed 

the changes in buildings, scenery, and 

track arrangement around the City of Perris on 

the upper level of the NCMRS layout. One of 

the new structures at Perris is a well-

constructed and detailed passenger depot.  

Those modelers that study railroads are likely 

to identify the new Perris passenger depot as 

a replica of a Southern Pacific standard depot 

design No. 22.  

 

Railroads gave a lot of consideration to the 

types of depots that were constructed along 

their lines. Almost all railroads had standard 

depot designs in various sizes and orienta-

tions. The Southern Pacific utilized a standard 

depot design for many of its depot locations. 

 

Our depot model at Perris is an Southern    

Pacific No. 22 combination depot (combination 

passenger and freight). The No. 22 design 

was of wood frame construction influenced by 

the late Victorian “stick” style. Most SP wood 

depots were built between 1894 and 1916. 

With few exceptions SP depots were painted 

the standard company colors of colonial      

yellow, with light brown trim, white window 

sashes, and moss green shingles. No. 22   

depots were sturdily built and re-

ceived reasonably good care. Many 

had a long and productive life.   

 

The SP No. 22 depot was designed 

to provide a passenger waiting 

room, telegraph operator and agent 

offices, agent living quarters on the 

second floor, and a baggage and 

freight storage room that  

Southern Pacific Railroad Passenger Depot No. 22 
By  Bob Kale 

The restored SP No. 22 right depot at 
Goleta, CA. 
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T H E  S E M A P H O R E    T H E  S E M A P H O R E    

could vary in square footage depending on the 

needs of a specific depot location.   

 

Our Perris depot model follows a prototype 

with the freight house and dock on the left side 

when viewed from the street. No. 22 depots 

were also constructed with the freight house 

on the opposite side and were identified by SP 

records as being a No. 22 right.  

 

The No. 22 SP type depots were located in 43 

cities in California. Like the Southern Pacific 

Railroad itself, most of them are now gone. 

The SP No. 22 depot at Goleta, California, has 

been restored and stands as the oldest com-

mercial building in town. 

 

The HO scale SP Depot No. 22 model at    

Perris was built from an American Model 

Builders kit. Why a Southern Pacific depot on 

the NCMRS layout, which is mostly Santa Fe 

territory?  Why not! Many NCMRS members 

have modeled SP items or studied SP history.  

NCMRS have a bit of SP to enjoy.   

 

Laser-Kit by American Model Builders  

HO and N scale craftsman-style kits for the Southern Pacific Standard 
No. 22 Depot are available from American Model Builders. The kits   
feature laser-cut components, layered window and door assembly,  
laser-cut shingles with peel ’n stick backing, and a cast white metal 
chimney. The HO kit (above) has an MSRP of $139.95. The N scale 
version is priced at $99.95. For additional information contact a dealer 
or visit laserkit.com . 
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T H E  S E M A P H O R E    T H E  S E M A P H O R E    

 

Santa Fe ad from the early 1950s 
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S anta Fe steam locomotive No. 3751      
entered passenger service in 1927. Built 

by the Baldwin Locomotive Works, No. 3751 
was the Santa Fe Railway’s first 4-8-4 North-
ern locomotive. Her initial assignment was on 
the New Mexico division that included        
challenging 3.5 percent grades through Raton 
Pass. Performance of No. 3751 was so strong 
that Santa Fe ordered 13 more 4-8-4 locomo-
tives from Baldwin.   

The 1936 inauguration of the diesel-powered 
Super Chief and the need for reliable backup 
power placed No. 3751 in Winslow, Arizona 
as a stand-by for the deluxe Super Chief in 
the event the new diesel was out of service. 
 
During a series of upgrades in the late 1930s 
No. 3751 was converted from coal to oil and 
was given a larger tender with a capacity of 
20,000 gallons of water and 7,107 

 

 

Santa Fe 4-8-4 Northern No. 3751 
By Dick Bale 

 

T H E  S E M A P H O R E    T H E  S E M A P H O R E    

Ninety year old steam locomotive No. 3751 poses for a glamour photo. 
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gallons of fuel oil. New 80-inch Boxpok driving 
wheels were installed along with Timken roller 
bearings on all engine axles. Throughout  
World War II, No. 3751 handled extra sec-
tions of the Santa Fe Scout and the Grand 
Canyon Limited. In the late 1940s and early 

50s No. 3751 served as a helper out of San 
Bernardino handling extra sections and     
special trains up Cajon Pass to Barstow. She 
also handled locals between Los Angeles and 
San Diego including the Del Mar Race Track 
Special.  

 

 

T H E  S E M A P H O R E    T H E  S E M A P H O R E    

No. 3751 blows off steam during her grand entrance to San Diego in  2010. 

Restored steam locomotive No. 3751 leads an excursion train up Cajon Pass. 
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T H E  S E M A P H O R E    T H E  S E M A P H O R E    

 
Regular service for No. 3751 ended on      
August 25, 1953, when she was assigned to 
pull the San Diegan, the last regularly sched-
uled steam powered passenger train on the 
Santa Fe Railway. After completing her last 

assignment, No. 3751 was stored in LA at  
Redondo Junction. She was officially retired 
from the tax roster in 1957 and placed on 
public display at San Bernardino. In 1981 the 
San Bernardino Railroad Historical 

No. 375 1: Santa Fe’s historically important 4-8-4 Northern type steam locomotive. 

No. 3751 draws a crowd during a Christmas event at LA Union Passenger Terminal. 

 

Alex Gillman photo 
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T H E  S E M A P H O R E    T H E  S E M A P H O R E    

 

Bachmann’s plastic HO scale version of  Santa Fe 4-8-4  
No. 37 51 is generally available at $100 to $150.   

Handcrafted brass models are becoming increasing rare. This HO scale model of  
No. 3751 was imported by Key Models in the early 1980s. It had a list price 

of $160. In today’s market this same Key model would bring $1,500 to $2,500 
depending on condition, and the quality of the finish if painted.     

Society was established for the purpose of 
restoring and operating No. 3751. The project 
was accomplished at a cost of $1.5 million.    
 
Beginning with a special 16-car four-day trip 

from LA to Bakersfield in 1991, No. 3751 has 

since been the star attraction in a large    

number of excursions and special trips,      

including several to San Diego with stops at 

Oceanside. No. 3751 has become one of the 

best-known steam locomotives in North 

America. 

 

                     Models 
Reasonably priced HO scale models of ATSF 

No. 3751 are available from Bachmann and 

Broadway Limited. Highly detailed brass     

models handcrafted in Japan and Korea have 

been  imported off and on during the past 50 

years by Pacific Fast Mail, Hallmark, Key, 

Sunset, and United. But they are becoming 

rare, and expensive. Several exceptional       

4-8-4 brass models from the collection of 

Richard Knopf were sold at an auction      

conducted by Sotheby’s in New York City in 

1997.  An HO scale 4-8-4  hand crafted in  

Japan by Katsumi Mokeiten sold for $6,612. 

Another HO scale 4-8-4, one-of-four Crown 

models hand made in Japan in 1965, sold for 

$18,400. The balance of 4-8-4s in Knopf’s 

collection ranged from $1150. to $5750.  
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T H E  S E M A P H O R E    T H E  S E M A P H O R E    

 The Depot at Del Mar 
By Dick Bale 

 

T he handsome brick train station at Del Mar served passengers from the early 1900s until 
its closure in 1995. For much of that period the tony beach community of Del Mar was the 

only passenger stop between Oceanside and San Diego.  

Vacationers stroll down the 
paved walkway to the Del 

Mar depot as a train can 
 be seen in the distance  

approaching from the north.   
 

Photos on this page 
 are circa 1912.  

An early version of a 
coastal surf line train 
has just arrived at Del 
Mar from Oceanside.  
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T H E  S E M A P H O R E    T H E  S E M A P H O R E    

A northbound San 
Diegan stops at Del Mar 

in 1950. At the rear of the 
streamliner is a round-
end Budd-built tavern-

observation car. The  
second to last car is  

Santa Fe’s experimental  
pendulum-suspension 

coach.  

Lead by an EMD E-unit in 
Santa Fe’s famous 
Warbonnet paint scheme, 
an early 1940s version of 
the San Diegan pauses at 
Del Mar. Next stop; San 
Diego.  

The experimental    
TurboTrain makes a 
publicity stop at Del 
Mar in the late 1960s. 
Developed by United 
Aircraft, the  
experimental high-
speed train set was 
powered by a modified 
jet airplane engine. 
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T H E  S E M A P H O R E    T H E  S E M A P H O R E    

A 1983 Amtrak train 
stops at the Del Mar 
station  which has lost its 
south facing rooftop sign.  

The future of the Del Mar station fell into  
doubt in 1989 when Amtrak announced 

plans to make Solana Beach a transit 
center and bus hub. The San Diego     

Association of Governments (SANDAG) 
voted to close Del Mar, however, the local 
city council  still hoped to keep the station 

in operation as a rail stop.   
 

Although it is fenced off from the tracks 
and is no longer in active use as a       

railroad station, the structure, including 
the station platform, are kept intact.     
The site is often used for weddings      

and other special events.  

Coastal bluffs collapsing 
under surf line tracks is 
nothing new as seen in 
this early 1940s disaster a 
few hundred yards south 
of the Del Mar depot.  
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H O B B Y  S H O P  N E W S    H O B B Y  S H O P  N E W S    

New So Cal Models 
By Dick Bale 

 

H ere’s a quick look at some new models for Southern California railroads available now or 
scheduled for release next month. For more information on what’s new visit mrhmag.com 

and click on the news report.  

Athearn has made another production run of its 
Genesis series EMD GP50 diesel. The HO scale  
model is available decorated for Union Pacific and 
Santa Fe. 

Centralia Car Shops has several  
versions of Santa Fe way cars  
decorated to represent various 

 eras. The one shown here is 
accurate for post –1971.  

Atlas has released a model of a 
General Electric Dash 8-40CW 
diesel. The HO scale locomotive 
is available decorated for Santa 
Fe and in Union Pacific’s flag 
scheme. 

Walthers has released an HO 
scale EMD SD60M diesel     
locomotive decorated in the 
BNSF Swoosh scheme. This 
version of the SD60M has a 
three-piece windshield. 

ScaleTrains.com is selling an  
HO scale EMD SD40T-2 

Tunnel Motor diesel in 
Southern Pacific’s Bloody 

Nose paint scheme. 
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FF R O MR O M   TT H EH E   EE D I T O RD I T O R ’’ SS   SS C R A P B O O KC R A P B O O K   FF R O MR O M   TT H EH E   EE D I T O RD I T O R ’’ SS   SS C R A P B O O KC R A P B O O K   

 

I n April 1882 Ezequiel and Juan Murrieta granted a 100-foot right-of-way through their 
sheep ranch to the California Southern Railroad, predecessor to the Santa Fe. Two years 

later the Temecula Land and Water Company purchased some 14,500 acres from Juan  
Murrieta and mapped out a town site along the new rail line. In 1887 the California Southern   
Railroad, which operated from National City to Colton via Oceanside, Fallbrook and           
Temecula Canyon, construction this classic ginger-bread depot. The Santa Fe Railway     
acquired the California Southern Railroad in 1906.  

Murrieta, California 


