
  

 NCMRS Layout Expansion Update  
by Bill Jones  

I t has been nearly a year since our members began building the expansion to our HO model train 
layout in the Train Depot of Heritage Park, Oceanside, California. The photo above shows an 

overall view of the two-level layout. Below is a computer diagram of the expansion area with the 
lower level in the center and the upper level around the outside.  
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A tablet mounted on the layout      
controls the track turnouts for           

the section of the layout displayed. 

Signal master John Burrow  
programming the tablets.  

Nick Ruddick checks some 
of the electronic circuits  

in San Bernardino.  
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Rick Keefer removes one of 
the backdrop panels. The  

removable system was      
engineered by Nick Ruddick, 
fabricated by Bill Jones, and 

installed by Rick and Bill.  

 

Harold Hellend is setting up 
his train in the new Fontana 

yard which is still under 
development.  

Eddie Perez shows us 
his dual portal tunnel that 

leads to the main layout 
room. The modular  

scenery is removable to 
allow maintenance in this 
difficult to reach  corner.  
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I asked a few of the members working on the layout extension project “How complete is the 
expansion currently and when will it be done?”  Here are their answers: 

 

  Eddie Perez; 60% done, two years to complete. 
  Nick Ruddick; 80%, September 2020. 
  Rick Keefer; 60% complete, September 2020.  
  Harold Helland; 75%  and never.   

 

Harold is probably right since we are constantly adding and fine tuning both the scenery and 
track work.  BJ.  

NCMRS scenery guru 
Dave Ford works his 
magic on the new       
upper lever near the 
Sais Siding.  

DJ Edwards attends to 
some painting at the 
new Fontana Yard.   

The impressive Shell Oil 
Refinery on the San 
Bernardino peninsula.  
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